58	THE   VICAR   OF   MORWENSTOW
Mr. Hawker had a pair of stags which he called
Robin Hood and Maid Marian, given to him by the
late Sir Thomas Acland, from his park at Killerton.
These he kept in the long open combe in front of
the house, through which a stream dashes onwards
to the sea. One day the same Mr. Knight proceeded
too curiously to approach Robin Hood, when the deer
ran at him and butted him down. The clergyman
shrieked with fear, and the stag would have struck
him with his antlers had not the vicar rushed to the
rescue. Being an immensely strong man, he caught
Robin by the horns, and drew his head back, and held
him fast whilst the frightened man crawled away.
*I was myself in some difficulty,' said Mr. Hawker,
when telling the story. * The stag would have turned
on me when I let go, and I did not quite see my way
to escape; but that wretched man did nothing but
yell for his wig and hat, which had come off and
were under the deer's feet; as if my life were of no
account beside his foxy old wig and battered beaver.'
Dr. Phillpotts, the late Bishop of Exeter, not long
after this occurred, came to Morwenstow to visit Mr.
Hawker. Whilst being shown the landscape from the
garden, the bishop's eye rested on Robin Hood.
'Why! that stag which butted and tossed Mr.
Knight is still suffered to live! It might have killed
him.5
£No great loss, my lord,' said Mr. Hawker. 'He is
very Low Church.3
Early next morning loud cries for assistance pene-
trated the vicar's bedroom. Looking from his
window, he beheld the bishop struggling with Robin
Hood, who, like his fellow of Sherwood, seems to
have had little respect for episcopal dignity. Robin
had taken a fancy to the bishop's apron, and, gently
approaching, had secured one corner in his mouth.
There is a story of a Scottish curate, who, when
Jenny Geddes seized him by his 'prelatical' gown as

